The Italian Festival Weeks (IFWs) is a recurring one-month-lasting event in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).
Organized by the Italian Industry and Commerce Office in the UAE (IICUAE) since 2005, the
IFWs has grown bigger and bigger: primarily conceived as a forum for the Italian community
in the UAE, the IFWs has evolved and changed, thus becoming a platform for the Italian
expats to showcase their lifestyle and Italy’s image to all the communities based in the UAE.
The annual cultural, social and economic Festival spans over five weeks, usually covering the
month of November.
It takes place across various locations of the Emirates of Dubai and Abu Dhabi and it has
become the biggest Italian Festival in the Gulf, dedicated to the enhancement of the cultural
heritage and economic potential of Italy in the region, above all in the UAE.
At its 12th edition, IFWS 2018 will encompass a wide range of events divided into three main
core sections:
The Networking and Fine Dining Section
The Arts and Culture Section
The Business Section
Sport
In order to discover more about the IFWs 2018, take a look at the following events’ calendar!
For each event it will be sent a dedicated invitation!

NETWORKING AND FINE DINING
15 OCT

AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING WITH CHEF HEINZ BECK
Chef Beck is back at Social by Heinz Beck with an extraordinary dining experience to be remembered showcasing an
exclusive five and seven-course set menu of contemporary Italian dishes, this specialty dining experience is set to be
a legendary evening of culinary delights in a spectacular environment.
Venue: Waldorf Astoria Palm Jumeirah - Dubai
Time: 7PM to 11PM
For booking please write to hendrik.wirth@waldorfastoria.com
Cost: 580 AED per person for a five-course menu; 990 AED per person including wine pairing

19 OCT

OTTOBRE…E’ MATTO DA LEGARE
Matto Italian Restaurants dedicates to the Italian communities the famous Friday brunch. The “Matto Pack” – 320 AED
– includes a second pack free of charge. Enjoy the best Italian food and the best Italian beverages in an Italian crazy
mood!
Venue: Matto, The Oberoi Business Bay – Dubai
Time: 12PM to 4PM
For booking and information write to giordana.attilio@addmind.com.

20 OCT

APERITIVO ITALIANO @ LA BUSSOLA
To celebrate the official opening of the twelfth edition of Italian Festival Weeks the IICUAE organizes the Aperitivo
Italiano at La Bussola. The monthly appointment of the Chamber dedicated to the Italian community living in the UAE
is opened to everybody and will start at 7pm onwards. Don’t miss it!
Venue: Bussola, The Westin Mina Seyahi Beach Resort & Marina - Dubai
Time: From 07.30PM onwards

20 OCT

FESTA DI FAMIGLIA @CERTO
Enjoy an afternoon of sharing homemade Italian food served to your table. Let the kids be entertained with pizza
making classes, face painting and a magician!
Venue: Certo Italian Restaurant, Radisson Blu Hotel, Dubai Media City– Dubai
Time: 11.30AM to 3.00PM
Cost: AED 109 per person including eight-course sharing menu and a bottle of wine (one bottle per two adults).
Kids under 10 eat for free, while Children aged 11 to 18 years old pay 55AED.
For booking and information write to certo.mediacity.dubai@radissonblu.com

23 OCT

UMBERTO SMAILA LIVE AT LUIGIA
Umberto Smaila, the famous Italian actor, composer, comedidna, television personality will perfom live in the funny
location of Luigia – The Best of Italy, located in Rixos Premium JBR. The performance will be done during an
amazing Italian dinner, which include an appetizers to be choose between Chiacchiere napoletane, Polpettine
napoletane, Petali di Luigia and Pizza, a first course ( risotto borbone, paccheri alla Calabrese and Spaghetti
all’Amatriciana) and a main course (tagliata di di filetto al manzo or brazino all’acqua pazza).
Venue: Luigia – The Best of Italy, Rixos Premium JBR - Dubai
Time: 7:00PM to 10:00PM
Cost: AED 320 per persom; AED 150 per person for the bar menu

26 OCT

OTTOBRE…E’ MATTO DA LEGARE
Matto Italian Restaurants dedicates to the Italian communities the famous Friday brunch. The “Matto Pack” – 320
AED – includes a second pack free of charge. Enjoy the best Italian food and the best Italian beverages in an Italian
crazy mood!
Venue: Matto, The Oberoi Business Bay – Dubai
Time: 12 PM to 4 PM
For booking and information write to giordana.attilio@addmind.com.

26 OCT

UN ITALIANO A DUBAI
Join us on Friday, 26 th October from 8.30 PM for Rimpatriata Italiana, chi c’e’ c’e’! Un Italiano a Dubai with special
guest the Italian community in Dubai. Vivaldi creates the authentic, friendly and Italian atmosphere giving the
opportunity to feel like home, in all its sense like in no other place in Dubai.
Venue: Vivaldi by Alfredo Russo Restaurant & Lounge, Sheraton Dubai Creek Hotel & Towers - Dubai
Time: 8.30PM
Cost: Welcome drink upon arrival 189 AED per person (soft package); 289 AED per person (house package)
For booking and information write to Vivaldi.reservations@Sheraton.com

30 OCT

APERITIVO MILANESE @LUIGIA – THE BEST OF ITALY
Aperitivo, the beloved Milanese tradition is the perfect excuse to bring friends together, savour great beverages and
delicious Italian bites. Due to popular demand, Luigia is hosting another Aperitivo night on the 25th of September. If
you took part to the “Aperitivo di Ferragosto”, you know what we are talking about. If not, this is your chance to try an
Aperitivo - the Italian way.
Venue: Luigia – The Best of Italy, Rixos Premium JBR - Dubai
Time: 7 PM to 10 PM
Cost: AED 120 per person

30-31 OCT

VISITING CHEF GIORGIO NAVI
With a Milanese flair, the award-winning Chef Nava will prepare prime cuts of meat for you to sample paired with
glasses of grape. Meet-and-Greet the Chef at our standing event, mingle with guests and our sommelier while
enjoying canapes and great company. The grape provider Centaurus will walk guests through each grape tasting and
explain how it complements the Chefs cuts of meat.
Venue: Mercato DIFC, Gate Village 1 – Dubai
Time: 7PM ongoing
Cost: AED 175 all inclusive
Only by invitation. For more information please write to aperrotta@skelmore.com.

10 NOV

FESTA DI FAMIGLIA @CERTO
Enjoyan afternoon of sharing homemade Italian food served to your table. Let the kidsbe entertained with pizza making
classes, face painting and a magician!
Venue: Certo Italian Restaurant, Radisson Blu Hotel, Dubai Media City– Dubai
Time: 11.30AM to 3.00PM
Cost: AED 109 per person including eight-course sharing menu and a bottle of wine (one bottle per two adults). Kids
under 10 eat for free, while Children aged 11 to 18 years old pay 55AED.
For booking and information write to certo.mediacity.dubai@radissonblu.com

24 NOV

DISCOVER GIA, THE TRUE ITALIAN TASTE IN DUBAI
In the framework of Italian festival Weeks 2018, the IICUAE presents Gia, a new amazing Italian restaurant,
opened in the new area of the Dubai mall, the Fashion Venue Offering one of the most amazing view of the
Dubai’s dancing fountains, the restaurant, franchising of the one located in Jakarta, is specialized for the
dishes, perfect combination of Italin tradition cuisine with a modern influence, which not only pleases the taste
buds, but also the eyes of the beholder. Gia’s menu quintessentially focuses on fresh ingredients— with some
imported directly from Italy — and features all-day dining menu additions curated to the local taste.
Venue: Gia – Fashion Avenue, The Dubai Mall - Dubai
Time: 7 PM to 9PM
Cost: AED 40 per perosn

24 NOV

FESTA DI FAMIGLIA @CERTO
Enjoy an afternoon of sharing homemade Italian food served to your table. Let the kids be entertained with pizza
making classes, face painting and a magician!
Venue: Certo Italian Restaurant, Radisson Blu Hotel, Dubai Media City– Dubai
Time: 11.30AM to 3.00PM
Cost: AED 109 per person including eight-course sharing menu and a bottle of wine (one bottle per two adults).
Kids under 10 eat for free, while Children aged 11 to 18 years old pay 55AED.
For booking and information write to certo.mediacity.dubai@radissonblu.com

27 NOV

APERITIVO MILANESE @LUIGIA – THE BEST OF ITALY
Aperitivo, the beloved Milanese tradition is the perfect excuse to bring friends together, savour great beverages
and delicious Italian bites. Due to popular demand, Luigia is hosting another Aperitivo night on the 25th of
September. If you took part to the “Aperitivo di Ferragosto”, you know what we are talking about. If not, this is your
chance to try an Aperitivo - the Italian way.
Venue: Luigia – The Best of Italy, Rixos Premium JBR - Dubai
Time: 7 PM to 10 PM
Cost: AED 120 per perosn

17 DEC

OSPITALITA’ ITALIANA AWARDS
Ospitalita’ Italiana is a quality seal, the certification in hospitality recognized by the Italian Government. Created in
2007 to protect consumers, to promote the traditions of Italian agricultural and food products and to support the Italian
gastronomic culture, the network of certified enterprises includes more than 5000 Italian hotels, restaurants and
holidays farms. Overseas, the certification is restricted to restaurants and more than 1000 have been recognized
worldwide and of those, eleven are in WA. The Italian Restaurants in Dubai that meet the requirements will receive
the Quality Q certification for the 2018/19 in a spectacular and glamorous environment.
Venue: Gia’ – Fashion Avenue, The Dubai Mall - Dubai
Time: 8:00 PM onwards
For reservations please write to projects@iicuae.com

ART & CULTURE
15 OCT

“WHEN MEDITERRANEAN MEETS THE GULF” – OFFICIAL PRESS CONFERENCE
Organized by the Italian Embassy in Abu Dhabi, the event is the official press conference for the event “When
Mediterranean meets the Gulf”, the concert organized in collaboration with the IICUAE with the purpose of enhancing
the cultural and social identities that coverage towards the Mediterranean.
Venue: Residence of the Ambassador of Italy in the UAE – Abu Dhabi
Time: 5PM
ORGANIZED BY THE EMBASSY OF ITALY IN THE UAE

19 OCT

“WHEN MEDITERRANEAN MEETS THE GULF”
"When Mediterranean meets the Gulf” is a concert supported by the Embassy of Italy to the UAE within the framework
of “Italia, Culture, Mediterraneo”, the promotional program offered by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation in Middle East and North Africa with the purpose of enhancing the cultural and social
identities that converge towards the Mediterranean. “When Mediterranean meets the Gulf” brings in Abu Dhabi a new
generation of guys with acoustic guitars in their hands who are thriving in the emerging Italian music scene. A
powerful stream of new Italian music that some of our most talented young performers - joined by a special Arab
guest - have decided to offer to the Abu Dhabi audience, bringing in all their fresh energy and sincere feelings. Rising
stars of Italian indie music scene Fabrizio Cammarata, Nicolo’ Carnesi, Lucio Corsi, Antonio Di Martino and
Margherita Vicario will share the stage with pop-rock band Cirrone and Jazz pianist Manuel Magrini. Special guest of
the night will be Syrian singer Abood Bashir. This is a unique experiment in this area of the world. Let’s give our trust
and contribution to the growth of this event supporting this project and the music art.
Venue: Hotel Sheraton Corniche – Abu Dhabi
Time: 07PM to 11PM
Tickets are available at the following link à https://www.eticketing.ae/concerts-tickets/words-and-notes-italianconcert-tickets/
Cost: 100 AED
ORGANIZED BY THE EMBASSY OF ITALY IN THE UAE

7 NOV

DESIGNER IN DUTY
Italian Designer Luca Gregorio [awarded as best designer at white show 2015 at Fashion Week in Milan]
will draw the Malph Winter 2020 Collection in "O Concept Store” in Dubai [@oconceptstore].
The live performance is a “window-art” involving all participants.
Venue: Oconcept Store – Dubai
Time: 7PM to 10PM

BUSINESS
OCT/NOV

FALL MISSIONS ITALIAN FIRM IN UAE
The mission of the Chamber is to enhance the socio economic relations between Italy and the UAE. During the
course of these years, about 3000 selected local operators were put in contact with Italian companies, proving
networking to be the core of IICUAE’s business.
IICUAE plays an active role in organizing trade and institutional missions (incoming and outgoing), B2B meetings,
market researches, recruiting and management of commercial agents, legal and fiscal consultancy, workshops,
seminars and several types of events such as brands launching, promotional campaigns, fashion show, networking
events, etc.
The IICUAE is organizing in November 2017 , trade missions for the below Italian companies:
• La Tana di Ciacco Srls
• Azienda Agricola Paola Fiore
• Santo Passaia
In addition, the IICUAE will help the colleagues that work with the Italian companies hosted by the Chamber in its
offices. This year the Chamber is hosting and helping in their activities the Italian company Fratelli Pettinaroli SpA,
specialized in the production of valves and Macropix, an Italian company which operates in the field of monitors.

23 OCT

LEGACOOP EMILIA ROMAGNA – MEETING THE DELEGATION
Legacoop and Innovacoop, in collaboration with Emilia Romagna Region, through ICE, organizes an explorative
mission in the UAE with the aim to discover new opportunities for the Emilia Romagna’s companies in the fields of the
food&beverages, constructions, services, digital, cultural and education services. The delegation takes the opportunity
to meet the representatives of the Chamber to know which kind of activities it is able to offer in favor of the Italian
companies which are interesting in the UAE market. To this end, there have been involved also the representativesof
Consorzio Parmigiano and Caab – Fondazione FICO Eataly World.
Venue: Immagina meeting room, #1001, 10th floor, 48 Burj Gate, Downtown Dubai – Dubai (UAE)
Time: 08.30 AM to 10.00AM

30/31 OCT – 1 NOV

SPECIALITY FOOD FESTIVAL
In partnership with IRC, the IICUAE is glad to inform that it will take part also this year to Speciality Food Festival.
The exhibition, which reaches its nine edition, is becoming the most important event in the GCC area for the fine
food & gourmet sector. The companies will be able to exhibit their products and to be part of the cooking show,
which will take place in the main hall of the Event. The cooking show will be done by some of the most important
Italian chefs operating both in Italy and here in the UAE.
Venue: Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre - Dubai
First Day’s Timing: 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Second Day’s Timing: 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Third Day’s Timing: 10 AM to 4:00 PM

3 NOV

GALA DINNER OF GULF INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
The GIC Gala Dinner is dedicated to the professionals who attend the Congress and it is held at the St. Regis
Saadyat Island Resort, Abu Dhabi, with the participation of several honorable guests. In this occasion, the Best
Representative of the year will be awarded by the IICUAE.
Venue: St. Regis Saadyat Island Resort – Abu Dhabi
Time: From 8:00 PM onwards

3 – 4 NOV

GULF INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
Following the successful 2017 edition of the Gulf International Congress in the UAE, which saw the participation of
120 attendees, the IICUAE organizes a two-day workshop and conference dedicated to selected Italian lawyers,
accountants and business consultants. The 2018 edition will focus on the UAE economic prospects in the Regional
context and will be held at the amazing location of the St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort of Abu Dhabi, under the
auspices of the Italian Embassy in the UAE and the patronage of the A.I.C.E.C.
Here below the list of the speakers:
H.E. Liborio Stellino, Ambassador if Italy in the UAE
H.E. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Faisal Al Qassimi, President of the IICUAE
Giovanni Parente, President of Associazione Internazionalizzazione Commercialisti ed Esperti Contabili
Lucia Leonessi, General Director of Cisambiente
Stefano Campagna, Sharaf Future LLC
Mauro Marzocchi, Secretary General of the IICUAE
Stefano Iannacone, Director Middle East & Africa, Mapei SpA
Antonio Varvaro, Lawyer, Euro Legal Consultants
Marco Ferioli, GM and Director of SACE Dubai, Middle East & Africa
Paolo Biancone, Professor at the University of Turin
Marco Zucco, Legal Consultant, Baltulhikma Law Firm in the UAE
Gianpaolo Bruno, Director of ICE Dubaii
Carlo Rota, Certified Public Accountant
Mauro Finguerra, Fininguerraa & Partners
Simone Facchinetti, IICUAE Representative
Venue: St. Regis Saadyat Island Resort – Abu Dhabi
First Day’s Time: 10AM to 5.30PM
Second Day’s Time: 10AM to 2.30PM

7 NOV

CLUB ITALIA PRESENTS “NEXT STOP FAR EAST”
Kelmer Group brings you Next Stop Far East, along with the support of the Italian Chamber of Commerce Singapore
– ICCS, Italian Chamber of Commerce Vietnam - ICHAM, Italian Chamber of Commerce Philippines – ICCPI and
Italian Chamber of Commerce UAE – ICCUAE. To endorse the launch of our new offices in Singapore, Hanoi and
Manila, Kelmer Group has invited the three local Italian Chambers to share important updates and insights on
investing and doing business in the Far East. This one day seminar will allow you to evaluate the individual markets
for future business investments. We begin the seminar with country experts who will share their knowledge on doing
business in each of the countries. This will be followed by the opportunity to meet with the experts for a one on one
session to further discuss the benefit to your business when you invest in the region (please see provisional
programme attached) Take advantage of the latest information on market trends and opportunities and let us at
Kelmer Group help your business take a step in the right direction.
Venue: Office 3 Rooftop, MSM 2 Building, 1ast Al Safa, Sheikh Zayed Road - Dubai
Time: 10AM to 1PM
Only by personal invitation
For more information and booking: dubai@kelmer.com

16-17-18 NOV

BE DIGITAL – ESPANDI I TUOI ORIZZONTI, EVOLVI IL TUO BUSINESS IN UAE
Marketing Genius and TARGET Group organize two days of workshop dedicated to 25 Italian digital entrepreneurs in
one of the most exclusive location of the world. You will learn how to develop a Marketing Digital Strategy and to
understand how to boost a product or a service. The event of two-days includes a full day of de-strutturazione and a
day of ri-strutturazione through which you will learn how to develop a successful digital strategy.
First Day Venue:
Time: 09 AM to 6 PM
Second Day Venue:
Time: 09 AM to 6 PM
For details and booking please refer tohttps://live.dubaimastermind.net/event.
ORGANIZED BY MARKETING GENIUS AND TARGET GROUP.

18 NOV

INTRODUCING EQUISTASI FROM ITALY
Equistasi is a wearable medical device, published in Italy by the Ministry of health on 05/08/2010. composed
exclusively of applied nanotechnology fibers, it is able to transform human heat into vibratory mechanical energy:
focal vibration plays a fundamental role in the therapeutic rehabilitation of patients suffering from CNS diseases. Dr.
Volpe, the Director of the Company, who will also be speaking at the II International Parkinson’s & Movemenet
Disorders Summit 2018 in Dubai, will be presenting Equistasi. The tile of the presentation at the event is
“Proprioceptive Focal Stimulation May improve quality of gait in Middle-Advanced Parkinson’s Disease Patients,
Double-Blind, Double-Dummy, Randomized, Crossover, Italian Multicentrical Study”.
Venue: Meeting Room, Millennium Plaza Hotel, Sheikh Zayed Road - Dubai
Time: 6PM ongoing
Only by personal invitation
For more information and booking: accounts@iicuae.com

27 NOV

CLUB ITALIA PRESENTS : “RITORNO AL BARATTO”
In the framework of Club Italia – the association of the Italian companies operating in the UAE – the Chamber
organizes the second meeting dedicated to the Italian companies operating in the UAE with the scope of introduce to
hem the services offered by the Italian company THE DINNEX COMPANY. The manager of the company will
introduce to 10/12 selected local companies a new way to do business in the market.
Venue: Immagina meeting room, 1001, 48 Burj Gate, Downtown Dubai - Dubai
Time: 6PM to 8PM
Only by personal invitation
For more information pelase write to projects@iicuae.com.

21 NOV

FRATELLI PETTINAROLI CELEBRATES 80 YEARS
Fratelli Pettinaroli SpA, a leader Italian company in the field of valves and related services, celebrates 80 years from
the beginning of its activities. After the amazing party held in Italy, the Company celebrates its success also with its
local partners and guests in an amazing location, the Waldorf Astoria on Palm Jumeirah.
Venue: Waldorf Astoria Dubai Palm Jumeirah - Dubai
Timing: 7 PM onwards
Only by invitation. For information please rite to projects@iicuae.com.

5 DEC

SALVAGNINI – THE FUTURE OF UAE INDUSTRY
The IICUAE, on behalf of Salvagnini, a manufacturer of machinery for the sheet metal industry, is honored to invite
you at the special seminar “The Future of UAE Industry”. At the seminar, customers will receive information on the
following topics:
- How to make the production process continuous and more flexible;
- Holistic vision to consider the production process around;
- Industry 4.0;
- How to make a man increasing the value of the procution process.
Venue:
Timing: 15.30 PM onwards
Only by invitation. For information please rite to projects@iicuae.com.

6 DEC

INVEST IN ITALY: NEW ENTRY VISA, RESIDENCY PERMIT AND TAX BREAK FOR INVESTORS AND GOLDEN
DONORS
The web conference will give detailed information on the new Italian legislation that provides entry-visa and residence
permits for investors and golden donors and financial benefits and privileges for new residents. Justweb conference
are conducted with a practical debriefing approach. Participants can ask questions to speakers via online chat and
immediately receive answers.
Raffaele Miele, Magazine Director of Immigrazione.it – legal journal and Investor Visa Italy
Giulia Proietti, Civil Law Notary in Rome
Under the patronage of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in the UAE (IICUAE)
Sito-web: www.investorvisa.it
Time: From 11AM to 12.30PM (Roma Time)

17 DIC

ITALIAN FESTIVAL WEEKS : CLOSING DINNER
An exclusive location will accompany the closure of Italian Festival Weeks 2018, wherein the most successful Italian
company of the 2018 will be awarded with a prize from the Italian Industry & Commerce Office in the UAE. The dinner
will be sponsored by our main sponsor, United Arab Bank, which will take the opportunity to present its services to
guests.
Venue: Gia– Fashion Avenue, The Dubai Mall - Dubai
Time: 8:00 PM onwards
For reservations please write to projects@iicuae.com

EVENTS OF THE
JUVENTUS CLUB DOC UAE

Juventus Academy Dubai, by FFG Sports Management, is composed exclusively by high level professionals, in order to
provide the best experience in and out of the field. It is also the first private Academy to implement an application (JUAE
App), in order to communicate with the parents. Located in Jumeirah (GEMS Wellington Primary School, Sportsmania JLT
and Bur Dubai), the academy offer the best in professional European coaching programs for boys and girls (4 to 17 years),
following the Juventus method, which is one of the best in Europe, and followed in 45 countries. FFG Sports Management
(www.ffg.ae) organized the second edition “Italian Sabato Sera”, in collaboration with its Juventus Academy Dubai sponsors
and launched the FFG Volleyball Academy.
The Juventus Club DOC was born during the IFWs2012. In these years hundreds of fan participated to
the gatherings and events organized by the Club, including four editions of the JUAE Juventus Day.
Three winning football team hasrecentlybeen established to represent the Club in several tournaments
around the UAE. Juventus Club DOC UAE is currently considered one of the most active Football Fan
Club in the United Arab Emirates.

23 OCT

MANCHESTER UNITED VS JUVENTUS
Venue: Nelson Pub – Media Rotana | Time: 23.00 p.m.
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